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Today, the Congress is agreeing, the

Senate has already acted. We will act
in the next hour, and we will send to
the President a true line-item veto
that is going to put a dent in this big-
spending Congress once and for all, and
the American people are going to yell
hooray, hooray, hooray.

f

PREEMPTION OF STATE
PROTECTIONS IS A BAD IDEA

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, today the House Republicans
will pass up a golden opportunity to
advance realistic bipartisan health
care reform when it considers H.R.
3103, instead of sponsoring and passing
the Roukema-Kassebaum-Kennedy
health reform bill that I cosponsored.

The bill which the House considers
today will have disastrous con-
sequences for consumers. Carefully
crafted State insurance laws will be re-
placed by a uniform standard developed
and implemented by the Department of
Labor here in Washington. That is
right. We are taking away States’ abil-
ity to regulate and move it here to
Washington. They want to move it to
an agency that one of my Republican
colleagues said was led by what he
thought was a Communist.

What does this mean to the average
American family? State statutes and
rules requiring certain benefits be cov-
ered by health insurance policies may
no longer apply. For instance, many
States like Texas, where I am from,
have statutes requiring the inclusion of
newborn infant coverage in their State
law. That will be wiped out if this bill
passes today.

Under the Republican health plan,
this may no longer apply. This is mov-
ing from State control to Washington
control. That must have been in the
fine print of the Contract With Amer-
ica.

f

A GREAT DAY FOR AMERICA

(Mr. GOSS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, I think that
the gentleman from New York [Mr.
SOLOMON] said it very well. This is a
historic day in this body. We are going
to pass the line-item veto today. It is
something that we have worked hard
on and long on, and we finally are in a
position where we are going to deliver
a version of the line-item veto which
works.

This is part of the new majority here.
We are getting spending under control.
This matters to America, so I hope
Americans will stay tuned.

It is also remarkable to me that on
the very same day we are doing this
historic event, we are also going to be
bringing forward the first meaningful

health care reform in many, many a
year for the people of this country who
need access to affordable health care.
That is in the agenda for today as well,
and I believe we are going to get that
done, too. A great day for America.

f

HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. ROMERO-BARCELÓ asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

(Mr. ROMERO–BARCELÓ. Mr.
Speaker, today, the House will begin
consideration of the Health Coverage
Availability Act. As we embark on this
very important discussion, I would like
to urge my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle not to pass up on what is a
truly golden opportunity to advance
realistic, bipartisan health care reform
legislation.

History has shown us that past ef-
forts to tackle this issue have failed
largely because they tried to accom-
plish too much. Unfortunately, by giv-
ing in to special interest groups, the
majority seems to be headed down that
same path once again.

Let’s keep things simple. The Rou-
kema-Kassebaum-Kennedy [RKK] bill
is a sound piece of legislation that has
broad bipartisan support. By helping
millions of Americans keep their
health insurance when they switch
jobs, regardless of their health condi-
tion, it provides a much needed and rel-
atively noncontroversial solution that
a vast majority of the Members of this
Chamber can agree on.

The demands of the moment require
both Democrats and Republicans to
unite behind the RKK bill if there is to
be any realistic possibility for health
reform during this Congress. Let us
pass RKK now. The other issues can be
worked out separately and moved sepa-
rately.

f

REPUBLICANS PAY BACK TO
SPECIAL INTERESTS

(Mr. VOLKMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VOLKMER. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publicans are at it again. No different
than we have done in the past here, my
colleagues take a good bill, one that
everything on both sides really has
supported to pass, the Senate supports
it, the President supports it. It is
known as the Roukema-Kassebaum-
Kennedy bill. It provides for port-
ability, it provides for health care for
preexisting conditions. And then my
colleagues take that good bill and they
put a terrible piece of legislation along
with it, because they think well, we
cannot pass that terrible piece of legis-
lation by itself, and we can only pass it
if we tack it on a big one.

Mr. Speaker, this is what they are
doing. They are tacking it on. And
what is it? It is payoff time. It is payoff
time to the special interests of this

House, the people that are paying for
the Republicans’ campaign. That is
what it is.

What does the Washington Times say
about it? ‘‘Riders imperil health re-
forms.’’

So really, do they want to do health
reform? No; they want to pass some-
thing for their special interests. That
is what they want to do. Let us vote
them down.

f

PERMISSION FOR SUNDRY COM-
MITTEES AND THEIR SUB-
COMMITTEES TO SIT TODAY
DURING THE 5-MINUTE RULE

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the following
committees and their subcommittees
be permitted to sit today while the
House is meeting in the Committee of
the Whole under the 5-minute rule.
Those committees are the Committee
on Banking and Financial Services, the
Committee on Commerce, the Commit-
tee on Economic and Educational Op-
portunities, the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight, the Com-
mittee on International Relations, the
Committee on the Judiciary, the Com-
mittee on National Security, the Com-
mittee on Resources, the Committee on
Science, the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, and the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence.

Mr. Speaker, it is my understanding
that the minority has been consulted
and that there are no objections to this
request.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington). Is there ob-
jection to the request of the gentleman
from New York?

There was no objection.

f

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3136, CONTRACT WITH
AMERICA ADVANCEMENT ACT OF
1996

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Chairman, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 391 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 391

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order (except those
arising under section 425(a) of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974) to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 3136) to provide for the
enactment of the Senior Citizens’ Right to
Work Act of 1996, the Line Item Veto Act,
and the Small Business Growth and Fairness
Act of 1996, and to provide for a permanent
increase in the public debt limit. The amend-
ments specified in the report of the Commit-
tee on Rules accompanying this resolution
shall be considered as adopted. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill, as amended, and on any further
amendment thereto to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate on the bill, as amended, equally di-
vided and controlled by the chairman and
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